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Limitations and challenges in cultivating the

Traditional Food Crops
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Support needed to better grow
the Traditional Food Crops

I. Enabling Policy Framework k
H. Conservation and exchange “
G. Procurement support “
F- Marketing support A —
E. Processing technologies b
D. Production subsidies b
C. Production technologies/innovations b
B. Quality seed production, seed management and iiui
distribution
0y
A Large scale awareness programmes b
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Forgotten foods Survey - FAO-GFAR Collective Action - 2022

3087 farmers — (70% male and 30% female)

Fifteen countries were surveyed: 3 countries in Southeast Asia, 6 in South Asia, 1 in East Asia, 3
in Central Asia and 2 in Pacific region



Holistic Value Chain Approach
for strengthening Onfarm Conservation and Use
(nutrition-income-resilience)

Outcomes
Community empowermext: more resilient to eco-socio-economic changes and food systems

2.1 Better varieties
2.2 Best practices
2.3 High quality seed

4.1 Novel food items
4.2 Food recipes
4.3 Quality standards

6.1 Nutrition awareness
6.2 Enabling policies
6.3 Promoting education

4.4 SHG, Cooperatives 6.4 Agritourism
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Preservation of options for
resilient production and food
systems

SYSTEM

RESILIENCE

Self-reliance of value chain actors on broader set [«
of options, resilience to market changes

The approach engages in activities that address the SDGs,

in particular SDG2 (Zero Hunger) and SDG3 (Good Health and Well-being) and SDG 15 (Life on Land)




Conserving traditional, local seeds;
ensuring self-reliance in seed
availability

Focused primarily on small-scale,
subsistence farming

Seed saving and sharing with in
communities

Farmer-driven Seed systems
focused on maintaining
biodiversity, resilience to climate
change, and ensuring food security
Little to no external intervention
or formal structure
Grassroots-level initiatives driven
by custodian farmers and NGOs
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Typology: Custodian Farmers, Community Seed Banks and Knowledge Exchange

Why to strengthen it!

Urgency to protect farmers’
varieties from genetic erosion
Decrease in indigenous knowledge
around seed saving and selection.
Increased vulnerability of crops to
changing weather patterns; need
for diverse, locally adapted seeds.
Rising influence of commercial
seed markets and hybrid varieties.
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Custodian Farmers: Central in CMSS

Custodian farmers Traits
Conserve, Cultivate, Share, Innovate

Samai/Little Millet Perunjsamai Suitable for Mixed Cropping,

Samai / Little Millet Thirikulasamai Short duration crop (3 Month), fodder
grass, taste, survive in poor soil

Thinai / Italian Millet  Palanthinai Suitable for mixed crop, Taste, survive in
poor soil

Thinai/ Italian Millet ~ Perunthinai Suitable for mixed cropping

Ragi / Finger Millet Perungkelvargu Long duration crop (6Month), fodder,

Ragi/GPU 48 Improved Var.




Community Seed Banks — Critical needs as of now

Seed Quality

Ensuring quality, purity, and
viability of saved seeds.

Capacity Building
Need for training in seed

management practices, record-
keeping, and business skills.

Market Access

Difficulty in reaching wider
markets and obtaining fair
prices for Farmer seeds.

Policy

Policies supporting the
formalization of CSBs,
Network of CSB strengthening
FMS




Alternative Seed System Approach — Choice based on the Community Needs
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Improved Varieties

* Finger Millet: Jam Mandia, Bhalu « Little Millet: Certified Var — Utkal 150
Madia, Kuruma Bhati, Santhara,
Baduthara, Kalia, Chili Madia e  Finger Millet: KMR 204, Arjun, VL

Mandua, 379,380, Chilika, ML 365

* Little Millet: Ranga Suan, Bada

Suan C Niger: Desi Alasi

' o *  Ground Nut: GJG 32, Kadiri 18-12
* Niger: Desi Alasi



Farm Facilitators - Farmers to Farmers Extension Strategy

Trainings and
awareness

Linkages with concerned
organizations

<::u |:> Organizing on-farm
M F FS Demonstrations

Services on Millets
Processing




Capacity building and Support systems
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Community

Centred Assets Creation

Creating Common Property
Partnership deed in SHG
MOU with the Block development Office

Tax Payer's Identification  Number
certificate (TIN)

Sales Tax Certificate (CTC)
Small Scale industry certificate (SSI)

Tamil Nadu Food Safety and Drug
Administration Certificate
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Imparting Biodiversity literacy for Children




Engaging Community Institutions through enabling environment

&

Exhibitions at Various Fora

International Street play

Fora in villages
“ 2
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Legal literacy on PPVFR Act and BiodiversityActs

* Genome Saviors
Community Recognition

* Farmers Recognition

e Registration of Farmers
variety with PPVFRA

* Awareness on Farmers
rights

* People Biodiversity
Registers




Sustainable Community Managed Seed Systems in Agroecology

Training and Capacity
Building - Strengthening

Financial

Improved . farmer knowledge in seed Sustainabil
Seed Quality management, storage, ity -
Control - and marketing. Developme
:cntrodlucmg CS BS ASSM for nt of
orma business
mechanisms Local Vars. models for
for ensuring a n d QS P CSBs to
seed quality \ ensure self-
and purity sufficiency
across systems (seed sales,
CUSTODIAN local
markets)

Policy Support
— Support
Onfarm
conservation
strategies and
Integration of
CSBs into

Seed and
Grain

FARMERS

Linkages with
Markets -
Facilitating
direct market
access for

Local

Markets

Processing
Facilities

national and
state
agricultural
policies and
support
systems

farmers and
promoting the
sale of heritage
and organic
seeds with
special traits

Technological
Innovation - Digitizing
seed cataloging,
traceability, and
networking for wider
impact
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