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Euclea divinorum uiern.

GENUS Euclea FAMILY Ebenaceae

COMMON NAMES Diamond-leaved euclea

EDIBLE PARTS AND USES

Edible parts: Fruit, Leaves

The fruit are occasionally eaten. They have a small amount of sweet edible pulp. They are also cooked and
eaten. They can be used for drinks.

They are also used to make beer.

CAUTION: The fruit can cause stomach upsets.

The leaves are considered an appetiser. They are also burnt to produce plant ash as an edible salt.

DESCRIPTION

A shrub or small tree. It grows up to 6 m tall. It can be 18 m tall. It often branches from the base. The bark is grey.
It is smooth when young and cracked when old. The crown of the tree has many branches and is leafy. The
leaves are leathery and with a wavy surface. They are simple leaves and usually almost opposite each other. The
upper surface is grey green and the lower surface is paler. Leaves are 3.5-9 cm long and 1-2.5 cm wide. They are
oval or sword shaped and taper towards each end. The tip is round. The edges of the leaves is usually very wavy.
The flowers are small, cream and cup shaped. They are produced in short dense heads in the axils of leaves.
Male and female flowers occur on separate plants. The flowers and stalks are covered with tiny rusty-brown dots.
The fruit is small round berries on stalks. They are black. They have a thin flesh and usually one seed. They are
edible.

HABITAT

A tropical plant. It grows in open woodland. It grows in dry, hot areas below 900 m altitude in South Africa. It
grows up to 2,400 m altitude in East Africa. It can grow in arid places. It grows in areas with mean annual
temperatures of 17°C and rainfall of 700 mm.

PRODUCTION

Cultivation

Plants can be grown from seeds or suckers. Seeds need to be planted fresh. They grow easily. They only stay
viable for 2 months.
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