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Cedrela odorata Linn.

GENUS Cedrela FAMILY Meliaceae

COMMON NAMES  Barbadoes cedar, Cigar-box wood

EDIBLE PARTS AND USES

Edible parts: Leaves

The young leaves are eaten.

DESCRIPTION

A tree. It grows 18 m high and spreads 4.5 m wide. The trunk can be 1.5 m across. It has large buttresses. It has
an open canopy. The bark is grey or brown and furrowed. The lower limbs curve down. The leaves have leaflets
along the stalk. The leaves are 60 cm long. There are 5-12 pairs of leaflets. The flowers are separately male and

female but on the same plant. The flowers are small and tube shaped and cream or green. They are in hanging
clusters at the ends of branches. The clusters are 15-50 cm long.

HABITAT

A tropical plant. It suits hardiness zones 10-12. In Fiji it is grown near sea level. In Costa Rica it grows from sea
level to about 1,200 m altitude. It grows on dry or wet slopes. It is best in well-composted, moist, well-drained

soils. It is damaged by drought or frost.

PRODUCTION

Cultivation

Plants are grown from seed. They can also be grown by cuttings.

NOTES

There are 8 Cedrela species. The leaves are used in medicine.
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