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Cydonia oblonga Miller

GENUS Cydonia FAMILY Rosaceae

COMMON NAMES  Common Quince, Smyrna quince

EDIBLE PARTS AND USES

Edible parts: Fruit, Seeds - drink, Flowers, Leaves

The fruit are usually cooked. They are good for jelly and preserves. They are made into pies, candy and jams.
The seeds are dried and crushed then simmered for 5 minutes in water and sweetened to taste to make a drink.
The seeds also yield a gum used as a stabiliser for ice cream.

The leaves are used as wrappings for dolmas. The leaves are used for sarma in Turkey. They are rolled around a
filling of rice or minced meat.
The flowers can be eaten.

DESCRIPTION

A spreading bushy tree. It grows up to 5-8 m high and spreads 3-6 m wide. It forks low down on the trunk into

crooked limbs. The leaves are large, and deep green above and downy underneath. They occur on young twigs.
It loses its leaves. The flowers can be 5 cm across and mostly pale pink. The fruit are pear shaped and 15 cm
long with hard flesh. The fruit can be 1 kg in size. They are yellow when ripe. They are edible when cooked.

HABITAT

It grows in Mediterranean and temperate climates. It can grow in the highlands in the tropics. It is native to C.

and S.W. Asia. It often grows on limestone. The tree is frost hardy. It will grow in many types of soil. It does best
with a pH of 6-7. It can grow in a hot dry climate. A quince needs 100-400 hours of chilling. It suits hardiness
zones 4-9. Hobart Botanical Gardens. Arboretum Tasmania.

PRODUCTION

Cultivation

Plants can be grown easily from cuttings of 2 or 3 year old wood. They can also be grown from seed or by
layering. Fresh seed can be used. If seed have been stored they will need 2-4 weeks of gentle warmth followed
by 4 months of cold treatment before sowing. They can be grafted.

Harvesting and Seed Production

Trees are slow growing. Trees bear in 3-4 years. Trees can live for 50 years.
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