PLANT FACT SHEET

Uvaria rufa siume

GENUS Uvaria FAMILY Annonaceae

COMMON NAMES Torres strait scrambler, Sweet gum tree

EDIBLE PARTS AND USES

Edible parts: Fruit

The ripe fruit are eaten raw or cooked as a vegetable.
The dried fruit are used as a masticatory.

DESCRIPTION

A climbing shrub or creeper. It grows up to 20 m long. The younger parts are covered with hairs. The leaves are
alternate and hairy. They are pointed at the tip and heart shaped at the base. They are 8 to 16 cm long. The
flowers have a sweet smell. The fruit are borne in rounded clusters. They are oval, hairy and red. They contain
two rows of flat semicircular seeds.

HABITAT

A tropical plant. They occur from central Luzon to southern Mindanao in the Philippines in small areas of shrub
and in forests at low altitudes. It grows in southern China in mountainous sparse forests between 400-1700 m.
altitude. In Yunnan.

PRODUCTION

Cultivation

They are sometimes cultivated. Plants can be grown by seeds.

Harvesting and Seed Production
In NE Thailand fruit are ripe March to May.
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