PLANT FACT SHEET

Brachychiton rupestris (itchell ex Lindley) K. Schum.

GENUS Brachychiton FAMILY Malvaceae

COMMON NAMES Bottle tree, Barrel tree, Narrow-leaved bottle tree, Queensland Bottle Tree

EDIBLE PARTS AND USES

Edible parts: Gum, Leaves, Roots, Seeds, Sap

The young leaves are used as a salad vegetable.
The gum is edible.
The young roots of seedling trees are boiled and eaten.

DESCRIPTION

A medium sized tree. It can be 8-10 m tall. It develops a large bottle-shaped trunk. This can be 2 m across. The
plant can spread 5-6 m wide. It loses many leaves during the year. Young leaves have deep lobes but adult
leaves are undivided. They are 5-10 cm long by 7-8 mm wide, and bright green. Flowers are bell-shaped. They
are 1.2 cm across. They occur in small clusters near the ends of branches. The fruit are boat-shaped follicles.
They are dark brown and leathery. They are 2-3 cm long.

HABITAT

A tropical plant. It grows in drier regions. It cannot tolerate heavy frosts. It is very drought tolerant. It needs an
acid pH. It grows in areas with an annual rainfall between 460-890 mm. It can grow in arid places. Melbourne
Botanical gardens. National Arboretum Canberra. It suits hardiness zones 9-11.

PRODUCTION

Cultivation

Plants can be grown from seed. Young plants transplant easily.
Harvesting and Seed Production

It is very slow growing.

NOTES

There are about 38 Brachychiton species. Most are in Australia.

Also put in the family Sterculiaceae.
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