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Cyathea medU//ariS (G. Forster) Swartz

Genus Cyathea FAMILY Cyatheaceae

COMMON NAMES Black tree fern

EDIBLE PARTS AND USES

Edible parts: Leaves, Fronds, Stem

The pith in the centre of the stem is eaten after baking. It is cooked and dried in the sun.
DESCRIPTION

Atree fern. It grows to 15-20 m high. The trunks are slim and black. They are 15-20 cm across. There is a distinct
leaf scar pattern. The frond bases and scales are jet black. The fronds are 6 m long and divided 3 times. The
spore bodies occur in pairs of 2-6.

HABITAT

They grow in tropical and subtropical rainforest. It grows in damp lowland forest in New Zealand. It is sensitive to
frost but very hardy once established. It does best in sheltered positions. It is mostly below 100 m altitude. It
does best in a rich, well-drained humus. It suits hardiness zones 9-11. Geelong Botanical Gardens.

PRODUCTION

Cultivation

Plants can be grown by spores. They are easy to transplant.

Harvesting and Seed Production

Plants grow quickly especially in sheltered locations.

NOTES

There are about 800 Cyathea species.
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