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Leptadenia perteChnica (Forssk.) Decne

GENUS Leptadenia FAMILY Apocynaceae

EDIBLE PARTS AND USES

Edible parts: Leaves, Flowers, Fruits, Pods, Twigs, Roots, Vegetable

The tuberous roots are eaten as a vegetable.
The young flowers are eaten raw.

The leaves, young shoots and flowers are used to flavour soups.

DESCRIPTION

A densely branching shrub. It can grow to 4 m high. The young branches can have many small leaves but these

fall off. The stems are green and capture sunlight. The flowers are yellow and 5-7 mm across. They grow in
clusters on the stem. They have 5 petals. The fruit are seed pods that are long, thick, slightly curved and pointed.

The seeds are attached by silky hairs.

HABITAT

A tropical plant. It grows in the desert. It grows in sandy, gravelly and stony soils. It grows in the Sahel in West

Africa. It grows in areas with an annual rainfall between 100-400 mm. It can grow in arid places. It is highly salt

tolerant.

NOTES

It is important in medicine.
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