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Streblus asper Lour.

GENUS Streblus FAMILY Moraceae

COMMON NAMES  Crooked rough brush

EDIBLE PARTS AND USES

Edible parts: Fruit, Latex, Leaves

The fruit are eaten raw when ripe. They are also used for juice. They should possibly not be eaten in large
amounts.
The sap contains a milk clotting enzyme used to coagulate milk.

The young leaves are cooked and eaten.

DESCRIPTION

A tree up to 15 m high and 30 cm across the trunk. It is a scraggly tree with stiff branches. The bark is smooth
and grey. The small branches are hairy and interwoven. The leaves are alternate and 4 to 12 cm long by 1-4 cm
wide. They have a narrow base and a pointed tip. There are narrow teeth along the edge. They are somewhat

rough textured. The flowers are yellow or green and small. Male flowers are in round masses and female flowers
occur singly. The fruit are oval and pale yellow. They are red when mature. They are 8 to 10 mm long and fleshy
with seeds 5 to 6 mm long. The fruit are sweet and edible.

HABITAT

A tropical plant. They are widely distributed in the Philippines in areas of shrub at low altitudes and very

common in regions with a very long dry season. Plants can tolerate heat, drought and flood. In Nepal is grows
up to 500 m altitude. In India is grows in deciduous forests. In China it grows near villages and in forests
between 200-1000 m altitude in S China. In XTBG Yunnan.

PRODUCTION

Cultivation

Plants are grown from seed. The seeds are often spread by termites. Plants can be grown from root suckers. It
can also be grown from cuttings.

NOTES

There are 14-22 Streblus species. They are in tropical and subtropical Asia. The plant is used in medicine.
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