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Morisonia flexuosa L.

GENUS Morisonia FAMILY Capparaceae

COMMON NAMES  Bay-leaved caper

EDIBLE PARTS AND USES

Edible parts: Fruit, Flower buds - flavouring, Leaves - flavouring

The flower buds are used like caper.

DESCRIPTION

A woody shrub that can be scrambling. It is much branched from the base. Stem can be 2-10 m long. The
branches hang down. They are smooth and light brown and 20 cm across at the base. The leaves are alternate
and 4-10 cm long by 2-3 cm wide. They are narrowly oblong. The edges curl back. They are yellowish green on

the top surface and pale green underneath. The flowers come out at night and have a scent. They are in clusters
at the ends of branches. They are yellowish green. The fruit are cylinder shaped fleshy follicles. They are 6-8 cm
long. The seeds are 1 cm long with a white fleshy covering.

HABITAT

It is a tropical plant. It grows in coastal forests and on limestone. It suits the wet tropics.

PRODUCTION

Harvesting and Seed Production

In Central America it flowers March to October and fruits August and September.

NOTES

There are about 250 Capparis species. There are about 50 Capparis species in tropical America. Also as
Capparidaceae.
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