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PLANT FACT SHEET

Attalea microcarpa var.

GENUS Attalea FAMILY Arecaceae

coMmmoN NAMES Coco curua palm, Mountain maripa palm

EDIBLE PARTS AND USES

Edible parts: Fruit, Seeds, Buds, Sap

The immature endosperm is eaten.
The sap is used to make a fermented drink.

DESCRIPTION

A palm. The stems are short and underground. There are 6-16 leaves. The leaflets are arranged regularly and

spread in the same plane. The flowering stalks are erect and borne among the leaves. The male flowers have

flattened petals which curve inwards. There are 9-15 tightly coiled and twisted stamens. The fruit have 1-3 seeds.

They are oval and 3.5-4 cm long and 2-3 cm wide. They are dark orange.

HABITAT

A tropical plant. It grows in lowland rainforests near the edges of the forest. It is in wet places at low altitudes.

PRODUCTION

Cultivation

Plants can be grown from seed.

NOTES

There are between (22) 30-71 Attalea species. Some authorities divide them among Attalea, Orbignya, Scheela

and Maximiliana.
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