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Gaertnera paniculata Benth.

GENUS Gaertnera FAMILY Rubiaceae

EDIBLE PARTS AND USES

Edible parts: Roots, Leaves, Vegetable

The young tender shoots and roots are eaten.

DESCRIPTION

A straggling shrub or small tree. It grows 8-18 m high. It has branches low down. The stems are slightly hairy
when young. The leaves are 8-18 cm long by 3-8 cm wide. They are narrowly oval and taper to the tip. They are

thinly leathery. The flowers are greenish white. They are in large loose groups 7-30 cm long. They have a sweet
scent. The fruit is juicy and purple or blue coloured. They are 9 mm long by 6 mm wide.

HABITAT

A tropical plant. It grows in moist deciduous forests in West Africa. It grows between 1,200-1,450 m altitude.

PRODUCTION

Cultivation

Plants are grown from seed. Seed need to be sown while fresh.

NOTES

There are about 30-70 Gaertnera species.
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