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Aeginetia indica (L.) Gaertn.

GENUS Aeginetia FAMILY Orobanchaceae

COMMON NAMES  Broomrape

EDIBLE PARTS AND USES

Edible parts: Flowers - colouring, Plant

The juice from the flower is used to colour sticky rice dishes.
The plant is eaten with sugar and nutmeg.

DESCRIPTION

A herb which grows attached to other plants such as grasses. The roots are juicy. They fix on the roots of
bambus, grasses and ginger family plants. It is un-branched. The stem is 3-6 cm long. It is leafless. The flowers

occur singly at the end of a stalk 15-35 cm long. They are pale violet or red striped. They are tubular and emerge
from a large, nodding, sleeve like calyx. The fruit is a capsule with many white seeds inside.

HABITAT

It is a tropical plant. It occurs on wet ground in hill forests. It grows in limestone country.

NOTES

There are about 10 Aeginetia species. The juice of the root is used for medicine in Nepal. It damages sugarcane
in the Philippines.
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