
PLANT FACT SHEET

Bambusa beecheyana Munro

GENUS Bambusa FAMILY Poaceae

COMMON NAMES  Beechey bamboo, Silk-ball bamboo

EDIBLE PARTS AND USES

Edible parts: Shoots

The shoots are cooked and eaten. They are slightly bitter.

DESCRIPTION

A medium sized bamboo. It forms clumps. It grows 5-12 m tall. The stems are 10 cm across. The tips hang down.
The internodes are 34-41 cm long. They have a white powdery coating when young. There are several branches.

HABITAT

A tropical plant. It suits hardiness zones 9-12.

PRODUCTION

Cultivation

The soil should be mounded around the new shoots to exclude light and make them blanched so that they are
not bitter.

NOTES

There are about 120 Bambusa species. They are tropical and subtropical in Asia.

 

Food Plants International 1 / 2



PICTURES

Credit: Food Plants International (Bruce French)

Credit: Food Plants International (Bruce French) Credit: Food Plants International (Bruce French) Credit: Food Plants International (Bruce French)

REFERENCES

Arora, R. K., 2014, Diversity in Underutilized Plant Species - An Asia-
Pacific Perspective. Bioversity International. p 36

Bircher, A. G. & Bircher, W. H., 2000, Encyclopedia of Fruit Trees and
Edible Flowering Plants in Egypt and the Subtropics. AUC Press. p 53

Creasey, R., 2000, The Edible Asian Garden. Periplus p 22

Facciola, S., 1998, Cornucopia 2: a Source Book of Edible Plants.
Kampong Publications, p 46 (As Sinocalamus beecheyana)

Hibbert, M., 2002, The Aussie Plant Finder 2002, Florilegium. p 37

http://www.plantnames.unimelb.edu.au/sorting/Bamboos_Edible.html
(As Sinocalamus beecheyana)

Hu, Shiu-ying, 2005, Food Plants of China. The Chinese University Press.
p 284

Trans. Linn. Soc. London 26:108. 1868

USDA, ARS, National Genetic Resources Program. Germplasm Resources
Information Network - (GRIN). [Online Database] National
Germplasm Resources Laboratory, Beltsville, Maryland. Available:
www.ars-grin.gov/cgi-bin/npgs/html/econ.pl (10 April 2000)

Valder, P., 1999, The Garden Plants of China. Florilegium. p 95

Wiersema, J. H. & Leon, B., 2013, World Economic Plants. A Standard
Reference CRC Press. 2nd Ed. p 91

World Checklist of Useful Plant Species 2020. Royal Botanic Gardens,
Kew

PROVIDED BY  Food Plants International

French, B.R. & Maynard, A.R. Food Plants International Database. Food Plants International

LICENCE CC BY-NC-SA 3.0

ONLINE FACT SHEET https://www.echocommunity.org/en/resources/8077558d-a430-48dc-a653-96a2fac16f59

 

Food Plants International 2 / 2

http://www.plantnames.unimelb.edu.au/sorting/Bamboos_Edible.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://www.echocommunity.org/en/resources/8077558d-a430-48dc-a653-96a2fac16f59

