PLANT FACT SHEET

Crataegus monogyna Jacq

GENUs Crataegus FAMILY Rosaceae

COMMON NAMES English Hawthorn, May Thorn

EDIBLE PARTS AND USES

Edible parts: Fruit, Leaves, Flowers, Leaves - tea, Seeds

The fruit can be eaten raw or made into jellies which are rich in Vitamin C. They are also ground into flour. The
ripe fruit are eaten fresh.

The young leaves are added to tossed salads.

The young buds are used in spring puddings.

The flowers are mixed with sugar and brandy and made into a liqueur. They are also used in syrups and sweet
puddings.

Dried leaves are used for tea.

DESCRIPTION

A small deciduous tree. It can grow to 9-14 m tall. The bark is greyish-brown with many small scales. The leaves
are alternate. They are 2-3 cm long. The leaves have 5-7 jagged lobes. They turn yellow-brown in autumn. There
are a pair of leafy growths near the base of each leaf. The thorns are short 1-2 cm. They are grey and straight.
The flowers are single and red, pink or white. They have a scent. The fruit are small and red. It has a single style
and fruit stone. The fruit are 6-8 mm across.

HABITAT

It is a temperate plant. It is native to Europe. In Chile it grows from sea level to 2,000 m altitude. It grows in areas
with regular rain. It grows in full sun. It grows in the Sahara. It suits hardiness zones 4-9. It can tolerate frost and
snow. Tasmania Herbarium. Arboretum Tasmania.

PRODUCTION

Cultivation

Plants can be grown from seed. The seed need cold treatment before they will germinate. Plants can also be
grafted.

Harvesting and Seed Production

It is fast growing.

NOTES

There are 200 or more Crataegus species. It can be invasive.
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