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Solanum surattense Burm. f.

GENUS Solanum FAMILY Solanaceae

COMMON NAMES  Yellow-berried nightshade

EDIBLE PARTS AND USES

Edible parts: Leaves, Fruit

The fruit are cooked and used in curries. The seeds are also eaten roasted. The fruit are also eaten raw.
The leaves are eaten as a green vegetable.
The berries can be sun-dried and stored.

DESCRIPTION

A prickly herb. It lies along the ground. The prickles are 15 mm long and yellow. The stems and branches can

have hairs. The leaves are 3-8 cm long by 3-5 cm wide. The are oval and deeply divided into unequal lobes.
There are 2-4 purple flowers together. The fruit is a round berry 1-2 cm wide. The seeds are disk shaped.

HABITAT

It is a tropical plant. In Pakistan it grows up to 1,300 m altitude. In Sri Lanka it grows up to 800 m above sea level.

PRODUCTION

Cultivation

The plants are grown from seed. It is best to put them in a nursery and then transplant them when 12-15 cm tall.

Harvesting and Seed Production

Harvesting can start 3 months after planting and then continue to 12 months.

NOTES

There are about 1400 Solanum species.
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