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Bambusa polymorpha Munro

GENUS Bambusa FAMILY Poaceae

COMMON NAMES  Bengal bamboo

EDIBLE PARTS AND USES

Edible parts: Shoots

The shoots are eaten but are bitter.

DESCRIPTION

A densely tufted bamboo. The culms or stems are erect but can curve outwards at the top. They are 15-25 m tall.
They are 7.5-15 cm across. They are greyish green when mature. The internodes are 60-100 cm long. The nodes
are thickened. There are branches from the nodes in the upper half of the stem. The culm sheath is 15-17.5 cm

long by 30-35 cm wide. The leaf blade is sword shaped and 7.5-20 cm long by 8-20 mm wide. It is slightly rough
with small lumps. The life cycle is probably 60 years. Plants die after flowering.

HABITAT

A tropical plant. It grows in humid mixed deciduous forests in Burma. It grows on lower slopes and in well
drained valleys. It does best on deep fertile loams. Cairns Botanical Garden. In XTBG Yunnan.

PRODUCTION

Cultivation

It can be grown from seed but also from cuttings of the rhizome, branches or culms. Germination from seed is
about 40%. Seedlings are planted in a nursery and transplanted when 30-50 cm tall. Rhizome cuttings should be

taken from 2 year old clumps. Cuttings of culms should be from 2 year old stems.

Harvesting and Seed Production

A 1000 seeds weigh 38 g.

NOTES

It is used for construction in Burma. There are about 120 Bambusa species. They are tropical and subtropical in
Asia.
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