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Sporobolus pyramidalis P. Beauv.

GENUS Sporobolus FAMILY Poaceae

COMMON NAMES  Rat's tail grass, Catstail drop seed, Catstail grass

EDIBLE PARTS AND USES

Edible parts: Seeds, Cereal

The seeds are eaten as a grain. They are cooked. They are used in flat bread.
They are also cooked and used for a drink.

DESCRIPTION

A herb. It is a robust grass and densely tufted. It keeps growing from year to year. It grow 1.7 m high. The leaves
are long and roll inwards. They are greyish. They taper to a long fine point. The flowering shoots are 45 cm long.

They are very narrow. The branches are erect and 10 cm long. They have small, dark grey-green spikelets.

HABITAT

A tropical plant. It grows over most of tropical Africa often near water. In southern Africa it grows from sea level
to 2,290 m altitude. It grows in hot arid areas. It can tolerate shade. It can grow in arid places. In Argentina it
grows from sea level to 1,900 m above sea level.

NOTES

There are about 160 Sporobolus species. They are mainly in the tropics and subtropics. It has a C4 pathway.
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