PLANT FACT SHEET

Use with caution

This plant can be harmful if it is eaten raw, in large amounts or without the right preparation. Read the
whole fact sheet before use.

Schinus terebinthifolius raddi

GENUSs Schinus FAMILY Anacardiaceae

COMMON NAMES Broad-leafed pepper tree, Brazilian pepper tree

EDIBLE PARTS AND USES
Edible parts: Fruit - spice, Seed, Leaves

The berries are used for flavouring.
CAUTION: They should not be eaten in large amounts.

DESCRIPTION

A shrub or small tree. It grows 7 m high. The branches do not hang down. The leaves are divided into 5-9
leaflets. The central stalk of the leaf has slight wings. It has broader leaflets than the pepper tree. The leaflets are
opposite and without stalks. They are oval and 3-8 cm long by 1-2.5 cm wide. The leaflet at the end is slightly
larger than the others. The flowering stalk is at the end or in the axils of the upper leaves. It is 5-11 cm long.
There are 5 sepals which are triangle shaped and 1 mm long. The petals are white and 2 mm long. The fruit is
round and 4-5 mm across. It is red and glossy.

HABITAT

It is native to Brazil. A tropical and subtropical plant. It grows in the Andean deserts in Peru. It can grow in arid
places. It suits hardiness zones 9-12.

PRODUCTION

Cultivation

Plants can be grown by seed. They can also be grafted.

Harvesting and Seed Production

The fruit are pickled in brine or dried.

NOTES

There are about 30 Schinus species. It has become a weed in some locations. It can be invasive.
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