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Macadamia ternifolia F. Muell.

GENUS Macadamia FAMILY Proteaceae

COMMON NAMES  Macadamia nut, Queensland nut

EDIBLE PARTS AND USES

Edible parts: seeds, Nuts

The nuts are edible.
The nuts yield an oil used with salads.

DESCRIPTION

A medium size evergreen tree. It has a bushy habit. It grows 5-10 m tall. The young shoots are pink. Young leaves
are long and toothed at the edge. The leaves are 10-18 cm long by 3-5 cm wide. The leaves mostly occur in

rings of three. They are stiff, leathery and dark green. Flowers are in stalked clusters 10-20 cm long. They are
produced in the axils of leaves and hang downwards. The flowers are 0.8 cm long and pink. The fruit are 1.5-2
cm long and are produced in a hanging cluster. The nuts are smooth, woody, and rounded with a point at the

tip.

HABITAT

It is a tropical and subtropical plant. It does well with temperatures about 22-26°C. It suits a light sandy loam
with pH 5.5-7.5. In Papua New Guinea it does well at 1000 to 1200 m altitude and will grow up to 1700 m.

PRODUCTION

Cultivation

Trees are mostly grown from seed. They can be grown from cuttings. Pruning increases branching. A spacing of
5 to 10 m is suitable.

Harvesting and Seed Production

Trees produce in 7 years from seed and 3-4 years from grafted trees. Nuts on some types are produced

seasonally about Dec to April. Nuts are harvested after they fall. The outside husk needs to be rubbed off then
the nuts dried in the sun. A kernal weighs about 3 g. A well established tree can produce 80 kg of nuts.

NOTES

There are about 14 Macadamia species. They are mainly in Australia. Nuts are about 76% oil.
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