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Indigofera tinctoria L.

GENUS Indigofera FAMILY Fabaceae

COMMON NAMES  Indigo

EDIBLE PARTS AND USES

Edible parts: Leaves - dye, Flowers

The leaves are the source of a blue dye sometimes used to counteract the slightly yellow colour of icing sugar.
The flowers are eaten raw.

DESCRIPTION

A herb or small shrub. It grows 60-120 cm high. The branches are hairy. The leaves are compound and 2-13 cm
long. There are 7-13 leaflets and these are 5-26 mm long. The group of flowers are 5-12 cm long. They are pink.

The fruit is a pod 2-4 cm long by 2.5 mm wide. There are 10-12 seeds.

HABITAT

It is a tropical plant. It grows in woodland.

NOTES

It is the source of the dye indigo.
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