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Tara spinosa (Molina) Britton & Rose

GENUS Tara FAMILY Fabaceae

COMMON NAMES  Spiny caesalpinia

EDIBLE PARTS AND USES

Edible parts: Seeds coat, Leaves - spice

DESCRIPTION

An evergreen tree. It grows 6 m high and spreads 5 m wide. The trunk is erect and slender. It has prickles on the
branches. The leaves have leaflets along the stalk. The flowers are yellow. They have a scent. They grow in dense

groups. The fruit are pods. They are 10 cm long by 2.5 cm wide. The seeds are large and round and black. There
are 4-7 seeds in a pod.

HABITAT

It is a tropical plant. It is best in a rich, moist, well-drained soil. It needs a protected sunny position. It is damaged
by drought or frost.

PRODUCTION

Cultivation

It is grown from seed. The seed need treatment before planting.

NOTES

There are about 150 Caesalpinia species. Also as Caesalpinaceae.
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PICTURES

Credit: Food Plants International (Bruce French)
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