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PLANT FACT SHEET

IndigOfera atropurpurea Buch.-Ham. ex Hornemann

GENUs /ndigofera FAMILY Fabaceae

COMMON NAMES Sagino

EDIBLE PARTS AND USES

Edible parts: Flowers, Pod

The flowers are boiled as a vegetable and also pickled.
DESCRIPTION

A shrub. It grows 3.5 m tall. The branches are hairy when young. The leaves are 15-23 cm long. The leaves have
an odd number of leaflets. There ate 11-17 leaflets. These are oval and dark green. The flowers are pinkish. The
pod is narrow and stiff. It is 2.5-3.8 cm long. There are 6-10 seeds.

HABITAT

It is a temperate plant. It grows in scrub on mountains and near streams between 300-1,900 m above sea level in
southern China. In Nepal it grows between 700-3200 m altitude. It grows on open hillsides. In Sichuan and
Yunnan.

PRODUCTION

Cultivation

Plants are grown from seeds.

Harvesting and Seed Production

In China plants flower in May to September and fruit in August to December.

NOTES

There are about 500-700 Indigofera species. They grow in the tropics and subtropics.
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