PLANT FACT SHEET

Solanum torvum sw.

GENUS Solanum FAMILY Solanaceae

COMMON NAMES Pea aubergine

EDIBLE PARTS AND USES

Edible parts: Leaves, Fruit, Flowers, Vegetable, Root

CAUTION: This plant has been shown to contain poisonous compounds.

The green unripe fruit are added to curries in Malaysia. They are eaten in soup in Cambodia. They are also used
for chutney. They are eaten as a vegetable. They are bitter. They are mixed with other vegetables.

They are pickled in Nepal. They are used in soup in China. They are also dried and preserved.

The young shoots are eaten raw or cooked. The fruit and flowers are used as a vegetable.

The roots are stewed.

DESCRIPTION

A shrub 1.5-3 m high. The leaves are oblong and 10-25 cm long. They can be entire or lobed. They often have
prickles beneath the midrib. The young stem and underside of leaves are hairy. The flower is white and 2 cm
across. The fruit are round berries, yellow when ripe. They are about 1 cm across. They grow in clusters. The seed
are roughly circular and 2-3 mm across.

HABITAT

A tropical plant. In Papua New Guinea it grows from sea level to 2000 m altitude. In Cambodia it grows between
0 and 1200 m. In Nepal it grows to 1000 m altitude. It grows in open, moist places. It grows in wetlands. In
Yunnan in China it grows between 200-1650 m altitude. Photo Brisbane shop. In Yunnan.

PRODUCTION

Cultivation

Plants are grown from seed. The seeds need sunlight to germinate.

Harvesting and Seed Production

Plants start flowering 3-4 months after planting. Fruit are picked regularly staring 2 weeks after flowering.

NOTES

There are about 1400 Solanum species.
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