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PLANT FACT SHEET

Diospyros batocana tiern.

GENUs Diospyros FAMILY Ebenaceae

COMMON NAMES Sand jackal tree, Sand jackal-berry

EDIBLE PARTS AND USES

Edible parts: Fruit

The fruit are eaten.
They are eaten as a famine food by adults. They can be boiled.
The leaves are poisonous but are laid over millet being fermented into beer to improve the flavour.

DESCRIPTION

A small tree. It is often twisted and crooked. It grows to 7 m high. The bark is dark grey. It is rough and cracked.
The leaves are oval. They are 5-10 cm long by 2.2-4.5 cm wide. They are leathery. The leaves are glossy dark
green above and dull pale green underneath. The edges are rolled under. The leaf stalk is 3-8 cm long. The
flowers are creamy white. There can be violet tinges. They are 1.5 cm long with a sweet scent. The flowers occur
in clusters on old wood. The fruit are oval or round and fleshy. They are 4 cm across. They have short, soft, brown
hairs when young. Fruit are orange when mature.

HABITAT

A tropical plant. It grows at low altitude in hot woodland. It grows between 900-1,525 m above sea level. It
grows on sands. It can grow in arid places.

PRODUCTION

Cultivation

Plants are grown from seeds.

NOTES

There are about 485 species of Diospyros mostly in the tropics.
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