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Oroxylum indicum () vent

GeENUs Oroxylum FAMILY Bignoniaceae

COMMON NAMES Indian trumpet flower

EDIBLE PARTS AND USES

Edible parts: Seeds, Leaves, Fruit, Pod, Flowers, Stem

The young leaves, flowers and fruit are eaten cooked. They are mixed with spices. The young pods are sliced
and used in chutney.

The young fruit are bitter tasting but are eaten after boiling. They are grilled over the fire and the outer layer
scraped off and the rest is sliced and served with chilli sauce or put in curries. Old fruits are grilled and added to
curries.

Unripe seeds are grilled and served with chilli sauce. The mature seeds are used to make a drink.

DESCRIPTION

A small non hairy slightly branched tree. It grows 5-20 m high. The trunk is straight and rough. It loses its leaves
during the year. The bark is soft light brown. The leaves are opposite and 3 to 4 series of leaflets. The leaves are
large and 1-2 m long. There are many leaflets and they are pointed at the tip. They are 6-12 cm long by 3-8 cm
wide. There are many flowers. These have an unpleasant smell. They occur in large erect clusters. The fused
flower petal stalk is dark purple and bell-shaped. The stalk is 50 cm long. The fruitis a long pod or seed case. It
is 60 cm long by 4 cm wide. It is slightly curved and has many seeds. The seeds include very thin wings up to 6
cm wide.

HABITAT

A tropical plant. It is native from India to Malaysia. It grows near the edges of forests. It grows up to 900 m
altitude. They are common and widely distributed from northern Luzon to Basilan in the Philippines in thickets
and secondary forest at low and medium altitudes. It grows throughout India in deciduous forest. In Yunnan,
China it grows up to 1400 m altitude. It suits hardiness zones 10-12. In XTBG Yunnan. In Sichuan.

PRODUCTION

Cultivation

It can be grown from seed or cuttings. It can also be grown from root suckers.

Harvesting and Seed Production

It is fast growing.
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NOTES

There is only one Oroxylum species. It has established medicinal benefits. It has established anti-cancer

properties.
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