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Robinia pseudoacacia L.

GENUS Robinia FAMILY Fabaceae

COMMON NAMES  Black Locust, False acacia

EDIBLE PARTS AND USES

Edible parts: Flowers, Flowers - tea, Oil, Seeds, pod, Fruit, Honey

The flowers are sweet and edible. They are dipped in butter and fried. They are used to make a sweet tea.
The leaves are used fresh or dried for tea.
The flowers yield an oil used in flavouring. The nectar is also sucked.

The young pods are cooked as a vegetable.
The seeds are boiled and eaten.

DESCRIPTION

An upright tree. It grows 22-25 m tall and spreads 12-15 m wide. The trunk can be 60 cm across. It loses its
leaves during the year. The branches are slightly arching and thorny. The leaves are alternate and compound.

The leaves are dark green with up to 19 small oval leaflets. The leaflets are 30-50 mm long. The central stalk is
20-30 cm long. There are 2 spines at the base of each leaf. The leaves turn yellow in autumn. The flowers are
creamy white and have a scent. They are pea like. They occur in drooping clusters about 14 cm long. These are

in the axils of leaves near the tips of branches. The fruit are pods 7-10 cm long and flat. These are thin walled,
smooth and dark reddish-brown. There are several pods on a central stalk. The seeds are dark and bean like and
3-5 mm long. There are 4-8 per pod.

HABITAT

It is a temperate plant. It is native to S.E. United States. It grows in well drained temperate woodlands. It is frost
hardy. It thrives on limestone soils. It can grow in alkaline soils. It cannot tolerate shade. It grows in areas with an

annual rainfall between 510-1,400 mm. It can grow in arid places. It suits hardiness zones 3-10. Mt Cootha
Botanical Gardens. Hobart Botanical Gardens. In Sichuan. In Yunnan. Arboretum Tasmania.

PRODUCTION

Cultivation

The seeds have a hard seed coat. They can last in the soil for 10 years. Plants can be grown from root sprouts.

Harvesting and Seed Production

Some seeds are produced every year with abundant crops every 2-3 years. Trees live for 90 years.
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NOTES

There are about 20 Robinia species. Chemical composition (dry): Protein = 19.39%; (wet) = 16.97%. It can be
invasive.

PICTURES
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Janaćković, P. et al, 2019, Traditional knowledge on plant use from
Negotin Krajina (Eastern Serbia): An ethnobotanical study. Indian
Journal of Traditional Knowledge Vol 18 (1), pp 25-33

Jia, X., et al, 2022, Ethnobotany of wild edible plants in multiethnic areas
of the Gansu–Ningxia–Inner Mongolia junction zone. Journal of
Ethnobiology and Ethnomedicine 18:53

Joyce, D., 1998, The Garden Plant Selector. Ryland, Peters and Small. p
118

Kang, Y., et al, 2012, Wild food plants and wild edible fungi in two
valleys on the Qinling Mountains (Shaanxi, central China) Journal of
Ethnobiology and Ethnomedicine; 9:26

Kermath, B. M., et al, 2014, Food Plants in the Americas: A survey of the
domesticated, cultivated and wild plants used for Human food in
North, Central and South America and the Caribbean. On line draft.
p 750

Kim, H. & Song, M., 2013, Ethnobotanical ananalysis for traditional
knowledge of wild edible plants in North Jeolla Province (Korea).
Genetic. Resour. Crop Evol. (2013) 60:1571-1585

Kiple, K.F. & Ornelas, K.C., (eds), 2000, The Cambridge World History of
Food. CUP p 1803

Full reference list (46 more) at https://www.echocommunity.org/en/resources/ca4cb702-ff26-41ff-b0a3-9cc5ac7721c4

PROVIDED BY  Food Plants International

French, B.R. & Maynard, A.R. Food Plants International Database. Food Plants International

LICENCE CC BY-NC-SA 3.0

ONLINE FACT SHEET https://www.echocommunity.org/en/resources/ca4cb702-ff26-41ff-b0a3-9cc5ac7721c4

 

Food Plants International 3 / 3

http://www.wdt.qc.ca/
http://www.botanic-gardens-ljubljana.com/en/plants
https://www.echocommunity.org/en/resources/ca4cb702-ff26-41ff-b0a3-9cc5ac7721c4
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://www.echocommunity.org/en/resources/ca4cb702-ff26-41ff-b0a3-9cc5ac7721c4

