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Adenanthera pavonina L.

GENUS Adenanthera FAMILY Fabaceae

COMMON NAMES  Barbados pride, Bead Tree, Coral Pea

EDIBLE PARTS AND USES

Edible parts: Seeds, Nut, Leaves, Vegetable

The young leaves are cooked and eaten as a vegetable. The flowers are also eaten.
The seeds are roasted and shelled and eaten.
The seeds are also powdered to make coffee.

DESCRIPTION

A deciduous tree up to 7-20 m high. It spreads to 4 m across. It loses many of its leaves during the hot dry

season of the year. The stem is erect and slender. The bark is smooth and light brown. The leaves are green and
divided twice into leaflets. The whole leaf is 30-45 cm long. The leaf is divided into 3-5 pairs of segments 10-15
cm long. Each is divided again into 10-18 alternate oblong leaflets. These are 1.7-4 cm long by 0.8-2 cm wide.

These leaflets are dark green on top and paler underneath. The flowers are small and white or yellow. They
occur at the ends of branches. The fruit is a long (20 cm) dark brown pod with red seeds. The pod twists up as it
opens. The seeds are shiny red and hard and 0.7-1 cm across. The pods remain on the tree long after ripening. It

is a legume.

HABITAT

A tropical plant. It grows in the tropical lowlands and up to 600 m. It is often planted as a shade and ornamental
tree. It also grows wild in the rainforest. It suits humid locations. It prefers well drained soil and an open sunny
position. It cannot tolerate drought and in frost tender. It will grow on most soil types. It suits hardiness zones 11-
12. In the Cairns Botanical Gardens. In XTBG Yunnan.

PRODUCTION

Cultivation

It is grown from seeds. The seeds should be soaked before sowing.

Harvesting and Seed Production

It grows quickly. In the southern hemisphere flowering occurs November to February and fruiting from
December to March.

NOTES

There are 12 Adenanthera species in tropical Asia. Also as Mimosaceae.
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