
PLANT FACT SHEET

Melilotus indicus (L.) All.

GENUS Melilotus FAMILY Fabaceae

COMMON NAMES  Annual yellow sweetclover

EDIBLE PARTS AND USES

Edible parts: Leaves, Seeds - flavour

CAUTION: Don't use plants dried.
The seeds are used to flavour biscuits.

DESCRIPTION

An annual herb. It is erect and without hairs. It grows 60 cm high. The leaves are alternate and made up of 3
leaflets. They are 12-30 mm long. The flowers are yellow and pea-like. They are 2 mm long. They are clustered on

stalks which arise from the bases of the leaves. The fruit is a round, slightly wrinkled pod. It is 2-2.5 mm long by
1.5-1.7 mm wide. It is olive green. It has one seed. The plant has a sweet scent.

HABITAT

A Mediterranean plant. It grows on sandy soils in damp sites. It can grow in alkaline soils. Tasmania Herbarium. In
Sichuan and Yunnan.

NOTES

There are about 20 Melilotus species. They are temperate and subtropical.
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