PLANT FACT SHEET

Pyrus communis ..

GENUs Pyrus FAMILY Rosaceae

COMMON NAMES Pear

EDIBLE PARTS AND USES

Edible parts: Fruit

Fruit are eaten raw or cooked. They can be baked or cooked in desserts. They are used for sweet pickles. They
are also used for jam.
They are also used for making the drink 'perry".

DESCRIPTION

A medium to large tree. It grows to 20 m tall. It often has suckers around the base. It loses its leaves during the
year. The leaves have stalks. The leaves are 5-14 cm long by 4-9 cm wide. They are oval to sword shaped. They
taper to the tip. They have fine teeth around the edge. They are glossy and dark green above. The flowers are
white. They occur in short shoots at the ends of branches. The fruit is pear shaped. It is rough with close, raised
specks. They are yellowish green when ripe. The pulp is gritty. The thorns have been bread out of cultivated
pears. There are many named varieties.

HABITAT

Atemperate plant. They grow best in areas with cool to cold winters, mild summers and light spring rainfall.
They can grow on a range of soils but do nest of deep, fertile, well-drained clay loams. Low chilling varieties (150
hours) are grown in subtropical climates. Most varieties require a chilling of about 1200 hours below 7°C. Most
pears do best when temperatures are 15-21°C at fruiting time. It suits hardiness zones 2-9. Arboretum Tasmania.

PRODUCTION

Cultivation
Plants can be grown from seed or by grafting. Flavour develops better if mature fruit are allowed to ripen off the

tree. Mostly two compatible varieties need to be planted together for pollination. Most pears are self-sterile.

Harvesting and Seed Production

Seedling trees can take 20-80 years to commence bearing. Grafted trees take 6-8 years to bear. Trees live for
about 45 years.
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