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PLANT FACT SHEET

Diospyros samoensis A Gray

GENUs Diospyros FAMILY Ebenaceae

COMMON NAMES Samoan ebony

EDIBLE PARTS AND USES

Edible parts: Seeds

The seeds are eaten.

DESCRIPTION

A medium sized tree. It grows 15 m high. The stems can have soft hairs when young. The bark is dark and almost
black. The leaves are simple and alternate. They are narrowly oval to sword shaped and 6-16 cm long. They are
rounded or wedge shaped at the base and taper near the tip. The upper leaf surface is darker with a yellow
midrib. Male and female flowers are separate on separate trees. There are 3-13 male flowers in a cluster. Female
flowers occur singly. The fruit are yellow or red. They are 1.6-2.5 cm across. The calyx lobes remain on the fruit
and curve back. There are 8-10 seeds and they are 1-1.5 cm long.

HABITAT

A tropical plant. It grows in coastal and mountain forest. It grows from sea level to 600 m altitude in Samoa. It is
usually on limestone.

PRODUCTION

Harvesting and Seed Production

Flowering and fruiting occur throughout the year.
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