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PLANT FACT SHEET

Panicum decompositum r &

GENUS Panicum FAMILY Poaceae

COMMON NAMES Australian millet, Native millet, Papa Grass, Umbrella grass

EDIBLE PARTS AND USES

Edible parts: Seeds, Cereal

The seeds are cooked or ground into a flour.
DESCRIPTION

A perennial millet grass plant. It grows up to 30-100 cm tall and spreads 30-80 cm wide. It forms stout tussocks.
The stems are hollow and erect. The leaf blades are 15-30 cm long and 1-2 cm wide and flat. They are bluish-
green with a white midrib. The seed head is 40 cm long. It spreads out about 40 cm wide. There are only a few
spikelets. These are 0.3-0.4 cm long and green to purple. The seeds are dark brown and shiny.

HABITAT

A tropical plant. It grows on damp sandy soils. They need a well drained soils and sun. It grows in tropical and
subtropical places. It can grow in arid places.

PRODUCTION

Cultivation

It can be grown from seed.

Harvesting and Seed Production

The seeds are gathered in a bowl by rubbing the heads off the stalks. These are then windowed.

NOTES

There are about 500 Panicum species.
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