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PLANT FACT SHEET

Use with caution

This plant can be harmful if it is eaten raw, in large amounts or without the right preparation. Read the
whole fact sheet before use.

Crotalaria karagwensis Taub.

GeNus Crotalaria FAMILY Fabaceae

EDIBLE PARTS AND USES

Edible parts: Seeds
Caution: Many Crotalaria contains toxins.

The seeds are eaten in Kenya. They are presumably cooked.

DESCRIPTION

An erect annual herb. It grows 1 m tall. There are hairs on the stems. The leaves are simple and alternate. The
leaf blade is narrow and 2-11 cm long by 2-12 mm wide. There are 10-24 flowers in a group at the top of the
plant. These are yellow with red veins. The fruit is an oblong club shaped pod. Itis 2.5 cm long by 3.5 cm wide
and narrows to the base. There are 15-34 seeds. These are small and heart shaped. They are 2-4 mm across.

HABITAT

It is a tropical plant. It grows between 1,100-2,300 m altitude in grassland and woodland.

REFERENCES

Brink, M., 2006. Crotalaria karagwensis Taub. [Internet] Record from Protabase. Brink, M. & Belay, G. (Editors). PROTA (Plant Resources of Tropical
Africa), Wageningen, Netherlands. < http://database.prota.org/search.htm>. Accessed 15 October 2009.

Burkill, H. M., 1985, The useful plants of west tropical Africa, Vol. 3. Kew.
World Checklist of Useful Plant Species 2020. Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew

PROVIDED BY Food Plants International
French, B.R. & Maynard, A.R. Food Plants International Database. Food Plants International

LICENCE CCBY-NC-SA 3.0
ONLINE FACT SHEET https://www.echocommunity.org/en/resources/ffe5b43c-1d4a-4547-b26c-9c73b99a5¢72

Food Plants International


http://database.prota.org/search.htm
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://www.echocommunity.org/en/resources/ffe5b43c-1d4a-4547-b26c-9c73b99a5c72

