
Tree Pruning Essentials



Overview

◻ WHY
◻ WHEN
◻ TREE STRUCTURE & ANATOMY
◻ TREE DEFENSE SYSTEMS & 

WOUNDWOOD
◻ IMPROPER CUTS
◻ PROPER CUTS
◻ QUESTIONS TO ASK
◻ PRUNE TREES



Tree Pruning
A Worldwide Photo Guide

By Alex L. Shigo









Why Prune?

◻ Helps develop strong tree canopy
◻ Increase light penetration
◻ Increase air flow through canopy
◻ Increase fruiting potential
◻ Aesthetically pleasing
◻ Tree size control



When to Prune

◻ Temperate fruits are best pruned when 
they are dormant in the winter

◻ Tropical fruit trees should be pruned 
immediately following harvest OR 
following flowering. (None during Oct-Jan)
⬜Non-Fruit Bearing - pruned for structure at 

any time of the year (Small wood, not a big 
deal; large wood stimulate growth)
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Tree Defense Systems
& Woundwood
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Improper Pruning Cuts



FLUSH CUTS –Not Good







STUB CUTS –Not Good





Proper Pruning Cuts
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Questions to Ask Before Pruning

◻ What are you trying to accomplish with 
pruning and what is your long term goal? 
(size control, increased fruiting, tree 
health, architecture)

◻ How and where does it fruit? (inside the 
canopy on branch spurs, terminal bearing, 
on the trunk, fruit on 1st or 2nd year wood)

◻ What is the function of the branch you are 
thinking of cutting?

◻ Make sure you know when to STOP.
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Outside Time

◻ Trees to Look at
◻ Oaks in RF

◻ Tree to Prune
◻ Atemoya in Arb.
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