
(Chandler, 1994, Lorenz and Maynard, 
1988). It is also important to note that 
between 2007-2012, average annual 
import of onions into Jamaica was 8.8 
million kg, at a value of US$3.7m.

Against this background and the 
government’s thrust at import 
substitution, onion production is being 
promoted.  This guideline, therefore, 
aims to provide preliminary information 
on the cultivation, harvest and 
post-harvest of onions for profitable 
onion production.

Site Selection 
Onions can be grown in all parishes in 
Jamaica. For commercial production, the 
crop is best grown in full sunlight in 
medium-texture loams. Land should be 
flat and the site chosen should allow for 
good wind circulation.  

If the site has a history of nutgrass 
(Cyperus rotundus), onions should not be 

planted. For establishment of onions, it is 
recommended that fields chosen should 
not have been planted in any member of 
the onion family for at least five years.

This period may be reduced if onions are 
rotated with suitable crops and land 
fallowed with cover crops. Additionally, if 
soil bacteria, fungi and nematodes 
specific to onion are low in incidence, a 
return to the same field could occur in 
three years.

Land Preparation
Land preparation is the activities that are 
taken to produce a soil condition that is 
suitable to optimizing crop production. 
This usually involves land clearing, 
ploughing, harrowing, rotovating and 
bed-shaping. Drains should also be 
constructed to prevent waterlogging of 
fields. For onions, land preparation is 
very critical, especially if the crop is to be 
direct seeded, and must result in a soil 
that is crumbly and of fine tilth.

Growing 

Onions 
(Allium cepa. L.)
in Jamaica 

Introduction
Onion (Allium cepa L.) cultivation in Jamaica 
dates back to more than 50 years ago (ADC, 
1963). It is a culinary ‘must use’ for Jamaican 
diets and more than 10 million kg is 
consumed annually.

Over the last 18 years, onion production has 
declined significantly from 4,200 tonnes in 
1996 to 680 tonnes in 2013 (AMID, MOAF). 
Productivity over the same period averaged 
12t/ha, which is considerably less than the 
35-40t/ha reported in the USA and elsewhere 
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Fig. 1  Proper site selection
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